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1. FINDINGS

Business count in the Yorkshire Screen
Industries Cluster has increased by 14.5%
from 825 (2018) to 945 (2022). 85% of BOP
survey respondents highlighted XR Stories
as important to business growth, with 30%
positioning XR Stories as very important
and 25% as extremely important (BOP
Consultancy, 2023).

Employment in Yorkshire Screen Industries
Cluster businesses has increased by 18.2%
from 2627 (2018) to 3076 (2022). BOP
survey respondents reported a combined
increase in employment of 23 staff since
working with XR Stories. If employment
continued to grow at the same rate as
revenue, these businesses would benefit
from 289 new jobs with 61 jobs generated
to date and a further 228 anticipated next
year (BOP Consultancy, 2023).

Turnover of the Yorkshire Screen Industries
Cluster as a whole has increased by 22.5%
from £226,341,000 (2018) to £276,911,000
(2022). Businesses who have worked with
XR Stories have generated revenues of
£761,000, and anticipate increasing their
revenues by a further £2.8m in 2024 (BOP
Consulting, 2023).

The COVID-19 pandemic impacted the
Yorkshire Screen Industries Cluster, but
sector employment has recovered to pre-
pandemic levels. In 2018, employment
count for businesses involved in motion
picture production activities (SIC code
59111) was 600. Employment count rose
t0 1250 in 2019, but 2020 saw a decline to
150, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
By 2021, employment count for this
industry sector recovered to pre-pandemic
levels, with an employment count of 600
(nomisweb, 2023).




2. METHODOLOGY

This statistical note draws on a custom
dataset provided by the Office for National
Statistics (ONS) obtained on request

by XR Stories in August 2023. This
dataset detailed the count, employment,
employees and turnover (£°000s) of VAT
and/or PAYE based enterprises in the
Yorkshire and The Humber region for the
screen industries. This dataset included
information from 2018 (when XR Stories
began) to 2022 (the most recent dataset
ONS could provide). The dataset is
available to download here:

ONS data source.

Screen Industries

58210: Publishing of computer games

59111: Motion picture production activities

59112: Video production activities

Geographically, we understand the
Yorkshire Screen Industries Cluster to
refer to businesses contained within the
Yorkshire and The Humber geographical
region. In terms of the ‘Screen Industries
Cluster’, we follow the ONS in using the
2007 Standard Industrial Classifications
(SIC) codes, which classify businesses
by the type of economic activity they are
engaged with. The 2007 SIC codes which
are included in the ONS definition of the
screen industries are as follows:

59113 : Television programme production activities

59120 : Motion picture, video and television programme post-production activities

59131 : Motion picture distribution activities

59132 : Video distribution activities

59133 : Television programme distribution activities

59140 : Motion picture projection activities

60200 : Television programming and broadcasting activities

62011 : Ready-made interactive leisure and entertainment software development

60100 : Radio broadcasting

This ONS data is supplemented by
material gathered from a report into the
economic impact of XR Stories on the
Yorkshire and The Humber region which
was commissioned by XR Stories, and
completed by BOP Consulting in 2023. The
full BOP report is available to download

here: BOP Report

To understand the impact of the pandemic
on the Yorkshire Screen Industries cluster,
this statistical note also references the
‘Business Register and Employment
Survey’- (open access) from nomisweb.
This survey data is available to download
here: Business Register nomisweb.

It records the number of jobs held by
employees, broken down into full/part-time
employment and industry (determined
through reference to 2007 SIC codes).



https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/activitysizeandlocation/adhocs/1419analysisofenterprisesinyorkshireandthehumberregionforscreenindustries2018to2022
https://xrstories.co.uk/publication/xr-stories-economic-impact-analysis-report/
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/datasets/newbres6pub



https://screen-network.org.uk

