
 

Information and Guidance for small businesses 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Funding  
 
As part of a range of initiatives designed to support students and recent graduates from all 
universities in Yorkshire and the Humber, we are able to offer up to 100% funding for 
internship projects with SME employers across screen industry sectors, including gaming, 
film, television production companies and also digital media agencies based in the region.  
 
 

Eligibility and Project Criteria 
 
As well as being registered in the UK and based in the Yorkshire and Humber region, SMEs 
must have fewer than 250 FTE (or equivalent) employees and a turnover of less than £50 
million. They must also have valid employer liability insurance. 
 
The project itself must meet the following criteria: 

● There should be a focus on the application of immersive and interactive media 
technologies (VR, AR and mixed reality and combined, known collectively as XR) 
underpinning a digital storytelling narrative 

● The internship should be no more than 12 weeks in duration, paid at a minimum of 
£9.30 per hour, and the project should be challenging and stimulating to the intern 
with a defined output that provides a benefit to the business. 

 
Please note that all projects are subject to review and approval by the XR Stories 
team before progressing. 
 

The Application Process 
 
Applications must be submitted via the application form on our website. 
 
You will be asked to provide and consider the following: 

● An overview of the project the intern will work on and the deliverables required 
● A guide as to how this project will move your business forward in some way 
● How the work will contribute to developing professional skills required for the 

sector/industry 
● What skills, behaviours and attributes the will intern have to be successful in 

delivering the project 
● The capacity needed to support the intern for the duration of the project (physically 

and pastorally) 



 

● The duration (max 12 weeks) and working hours (max 37 hours pw) of the project 
and whether some (or all) of the work has to be completed on your premises or could 
be done virtually 

● When you’d like the project to start - remember to allow time for the internship to be 
reviewed and approved by the XR Stories team and subsequent advertising to 
students/graduates if needed 

● Remuneration - all of our interns must be paid a minimum of £9.30 per hour. This will 
usually be via your payroll with funding claimed back after completion of the project. 

 

What we'll do to support you 
 
We’ll offer initial guidance on the scope of the project if needed. We’ll also advise on the 
most appropriate recruitment and payroll processes and advertise, where appropriate, with 
our partner universities in the region.  
 
We’ll provide information on inductions and work planning where necessary and check in 
with you and the intern during the project to see how it’s progressing, providing ongoing 
support and assistance when required. 
 

 


