
 

R&D Project Guidance Note 1 

R&D Project Guidance Note 1: 
Grant funding, invoicing and 
payments 
About XR Stories 

XR Stories is a £15 million arts investment by AHRC, The University of York, BFI and Screen 

Yorkshire – along with a wide range of creative and cultural industries partners and 

Yorkshire Universities. XR Stories is set up to provide research and development funding to 

push forward the potential of immersive and interactive technologies for digital storytelling. 

Funded as one of the nine Creative Industry Cluster investments from AHRC and the 

Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund, XR Stories has the overarching ambition to make the 

Yorkshire and Humber region the UK’s centre of expertise in digital screen storytelling. 

With its funding, XR Stories is committed to bringing together world-leading research and 

creative digital expertise, shaping the future of storytelling. 

Our R&D Funding 

R&D funding through grants 

XR Stories distributes AHRC funds to support collaborative R&D partnerships. The funding 

is provided in the form of grants, through ‘sub-award agreements’. These agreements 

formalise the approach proposed by project collaborators in their applications for funding, 

and include the specified deliverables and milestones. Sub-award agreements are not 

considered to be contracts for goods or services, and are considered to be outside the 

scope of VAT.  

AHRC Terms and conditions 

Through being awarded R&D grant funding, project collaborators will be required to comply 

with the Research Council’s Terms and Conditions of Research Council fEC Grants – 

available here: 

https://www.ukri.org/files/legacy/news/grant-fec-tcs-january-2018-v1-pdf/   
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Contracts for goods or services 

XR Stories may from time to time contract with cluster organisations for the delivery of 

specific goods or services. However, these contracts will be clearly marked as such and will 

not be in the form of sub-award agreements.  

Invoicing and payments 

In order to support industry partners in the delivery of their projects and their ongoing 

success, we will minimise cash flow pressures by establishing payment schedules based 

on the needs of the project and the industry partners, and will aim to pay all invoices 

received within 14 days.  

Get in touch 

Please get in touch if you have any questions!  

enquiries@xrstories.co.uk  
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